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INTELLICENCE HEMORANOUM

india-Pakistan Situation Re ort
{As of 1800 ES' 'r"'i“““‘”“g :

politieal

1. PResident Yahva ghan is moving shead with
nis timetable for the establishment of & eivilian
coalition govermment. roday Islamabad announced
ghat Kurul Asin--an EBaat Pakistani griendly to the
Yahya government and the leader of the racently
formed multi-party tnited coalition Party-—will
be prime minister. Leftist politican %. A. Bhutto
has been tapped to be dsputy prime minister and
foveign minister. TYahys has been asgotiating with
amin snd Bhatte for several weeks and their selsc-
tion had beern anticipated, The full cabinet i9
yet %o be announced, Bhutto's first assignnent
wiil be at the UN, where e will head the pakiatani
dslegation, He is scheduled to depart Islamabad
for How York aelther today Or LOmMOYEOV.

2. Officials of the Bangla Desh mission in
caloutta announced today that Dacoa will betome
the permanent capital of Bangla pegh., Previously,
Jensore had been snvisioned as the mnew Bengali
gaplieal.

3. Peking has dencunced India‘'s rogogaition
of the Pecple's ssrublie of Bangls Pesh as evidence
of an axpsnsionist policy which seaks to annex Zast
pakigtan, Clting fndian and Yestern squrces, ai
sc¥A article publisheéd on § Decemher charged that
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Pangles Desh was “entirely the ereation of Indias,*
and that India had been schexing mince the start

- of the troubles in East Pakistan to push this

solicy. The article huttrosssd China‘'s criticiswm
of Hoscow's actians in the Indo-Pakistani orisis
by alleglng that the USSR sncouraged the Indlians
to oreste Rangla Desh by iavading Pakisten,

- &, Peking's helghtened criticisxz of New Delhi
undoubtedly will set back the rapprochment toward
which both countriass had besen elowly moving and
will 1imit China's room to maneuvear with an inde-
pendsnt Bangla Desh. ' :

Soviet Behavior

€. Soviet party leadar Breshnev today reit-
erated the warning, firat issued in & TASS state-
wont on 3 December, against cutside parties inter-
vening in ths crisis on the sabeontinent, In s
spesch befors the Polizh party congreas, Srezhnev
sald that the USSR hoped for & political ssolution
that would take into acecunt the lagitinate rights
ef the pecples of the area (i.e,, those in EBast
Pakistan), "without any interfersnce by extarnal
forvas” {(fhén, China and the UN}. C

7. Soviet media have for the first time
begun referring to Bangla Desh as the "naticonal
liveration movement of Zast Pakistan, but there
has beern ac authoritative Boviet comment on India's
decision to recognize the “government® of Bangla
Dash,. The Soviets will be ander pressure fraom
India to follow suit, but thare are & number of
factors, nonetheless, that militate against esrly
Soviet reoc tion, The Soviets realize that 1if
they recogmize Bangla Desh, Islamabad would almost
cartainly break relations with Moscow. Howcow
wosld prefer to retain & presence in Weast Pakistan
88 lorng as ¢lrcumstances allow. Mereover, the
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Boviets have in the past been reluctant te recog-
nise governments that were not securely established
or that have not heen recognized by @ significant
aumber of other ecuntries, In any evernt, a Soviet
decision on this issue will prebably have 0 awalt
ghe return of party jeader Brezhnev, Wio is not
due back in Hosoov yntil the end of the week. &Y
a press conference this afternoon shortly vafore
leaving Horway. pramicr Rosygin gaid as much when
he declarsd that his government had not vet had
evime to Aiscusa the matter.

Other Xn%o:ﬁatiaaal Developnents

8. Yesterday Ceylen‘'s Palve pinizter Bandax-
analke reportedly dipacted tha Minlstry of Dafanse
and Externsl affairs te hold preliminaxy diecus~
siona and make taitial preparations for a posaible
Ul~sponsered *asian conferance” to ba hald in
tolopbs. BShe is responding to A proposal reecantly

pations. Mrs. sendaranaike ia anxious to pe in
xhe international jimeiight and would be enthusias~
tie about playing host to such a conctlave.

9. Indonesia reportedly has affered its good
offices to achleve a sattlement of the conflick.
Both Coylen and Tadonasiz have attampeed tO ratein
peatral postures ginee the conflict erupted.

18, The Bimalayan ringdom of Bhutan is the
gecond eountyry to resognize Bangla nesh, The BOve
gomef as no gurprize betause Indiz controls Bhutan's
foreign polley.

1i. Belgiom veportedly ha% suspanded arms
: ty to India and rakistan. arusgels’ annousoas
mant of the cancelletion of all pending licensa ap~
plisations i{s expacted todsy.

12, Bew Delhl has yeleased a list af Ltens
it censiders sontraband. petails on hlockads and
econtraband procedures ars still lacking. Meanwhile,
tha U8 merchant ghin © xpeditor,” whioh had been
detained in Madras by the Indian BHavy on suspicion
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it was ¢rangporting military supplies for the
pakistani Army, salled roday for Burma, The
eaptain reaportedly gave written assurances to New
peihi that the ship esyried no military goods in-
tended for Pakistani anits.

13. The U Genazal Assesbly bagan debate to-
day on ® pessible cease-fire sppeal or other steps
o snd the hoetilities. Assewhly President Adam
Malix of Indonesia t{mpogsed s lf-minute Jimit on
spesches except those of India and Pakistan.
Somalia has asked the UH General Assembly to adopt
a reseiuvtion calling for both a caase~fire and
withdrawal of troops. There ie no word yset as to
when the Assembly will wote on this proposal; we
eontinue to believe that thers iz a clear majority
for svch werding. The jgsue will probably be viewad
as an Important Ousatien mnder Article 18 of ths
us Charter, theraby requiring two-thirds gusport
for afoptiom, Bven that margin is probably attain~
able. However, theres mRy alsc bes snbstantial baok~
ing for ameniments ehe 1S does not favor. 7The
govists and the Infdisns alnost sertavnly will seek
languaye calling for a settlement gavoring the
matority in Zast Pakistan,

aiii&aggb$£#aa£tan in the Zast

14, While Indien Arwmy chisf of Skaff Geperal
Manekshaw appealad to the Pakistani forxces in East
pakiatan to "lay down your arus nafore it ip OO
take,” the Indians wars glainming to have saashed
Pakistani defensas west of Jessocre, Aceording to
the latest press XEpoTts, the troops are now at-
sempting to clear the pakiscanis from the town.
1n asdition, the tndian Army reportedly has pushed
as faxr as Jhanidas. Thiz drive eounld eventually
eutt off the scuthwestern sorner of East Pakistan
fxom land communications with the rest of the
province.

1%, Purther north, the tndians claim eontrol
of large howss in the aorthwestern corner of the
province, but none af the large towas has fallen.
Tn the eastern sectors, sha Indians claim to have
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taken Sylhet and to ba advancing on Jamalpur. No
further Indian advances have been raported neay
Comilla, although the Indisns elaim the town is
surroanded.

17. One of the most sustained air ralds since
fighting began took place at Dacea today. Indian
planos repeatsedly attacked Tejgaon Alrport and the
Kurmitola eantonment, Except for tacitoal mistakes,
however, the Indian Air Force apparently has baen
avoiding civilian areas neax Dacca.

18. A srokeswman for the Canadisn Goversment
has dcaied that a Canadian C-130 waz attacked this
mogning on its way to Daceca to evacuats personnel
under DN ausplces,. Apparently the pilot flew over
an Indian aircraft carrier that was under attack
and assumed that some of the anti-aircraft bursts
were directed at him. "The U will try to evacuate
tha people tomorrow. 1If s plene takes off, Aseri-
ean personnel will probably uee s& many Spacas on
the UN/Canadian €light as available.

19. UN Assistant Secretary Gansral Henry
nas asked Secretary Gensral Thant te convene the
Security Council {mmadistely to congider the
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eontinging problem of evacusting forelgners from
pagta. Henry hopes the Councll will either eall

for a short cesss~five for evacuation purposse or
eatablis® neutral zonss in Tacea in which foreignars
could be sheltered umder Red Cross susplces., He
deubts that the Dacca alrport ruaways can ha naade
sarviceabls for evacuation by plans but belleves
heliconters operating off carriers can ba utilized,
At thiz hour theve iz no indication that Thant

will convoke the Gouncil.

gituaieon in the West

26, ‘Tha Pakistan Army ie making some progress
in the west and Indian officisls are expressing
some conesrn, The Pakistanis have strengthened
heir offensive in the Chamb area of Rashmir, and
an Indian spokesman clainms the enemy has thrown
tow infantry divisions and three armored regiments
inty the hattle. The Indians admit losing Chamsb,
but clain to have destrovsd 138 tamks in battles
along the western front. The Pakisteni deive on
Chamb probably has the ultimate objsctive of autting
ghe main roe? network novth of Jasmu. The other
pakiscani drive into Kashmiyr has yet tc take Punah.

21, 1In the Punjisb area, the Indlans have
launched goms counterattacks to dlunt the Pakis-

tani thrusts. and both swices are taking increasing
easualtlies.

13. Both sides continue ¢o make alr strikes
on the westerrn front and nelthar han yet schieved
clesr suveriority.
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wflitary cptions and Capardlities

China's “ ptions
inst India's bordex Arsas

Aga

i i

Sumnary

5k review of all the awvallablse avicenge indieatos
knat china is not milivarily prepaxed for sajor and
sustained involvement In the war hetween Indie and

is not kmown in all its details, but it i3 slsaxr that
involvazent on the scale of ths 1962 invasion of Indla

is probaily bayoad China's oresant capanilitlas. China
doas retain the option of 3 zmallex seale affort, rancing
from overt Lroop movessnts and publicized prepavations Lo
aggressive patroling and harassmant of Iadian sorder oot
sty o a limited divsrsionary attack. 3L pressni, e
avexr, Feking aspears to we keeping irs bhaad down.

% % ® ® ® » %

ghinese Torees on the hordar
“hina has ahout 86,520 ground forces troops assigned
to arcas eslong Iadia's nertoeln bBorders, 75,800 in Ltaw
sinet Hitltary Distrist of tha Cheng-tu #ilicary bmogion
and 19,200 4n tha 311 Subdistrict of the Sinkiang filitaxy
negion. Shoet 64,000 are assigned to gombat anits {50,602

g1
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near the bordar) and the rest ere suppoert peyacnunel. Mot
all the asgisned troors are pressat foOr duty, howevar,
with many Gatacied for civilian agtivities, nropaganda
work, on leave, or othervise out of the ares.

shere sre ne Ohinese air foree combat unlex in
Tihet, and the Chiness have made &g apparent effoxrt to
nuild uy an air capanilivy in the bordexr araa. china
tan four alrfields in western China from wileh filghtezs.
£ighter bomiers, and IL-29s gould operats over Indlaa

tprritory alonoe tuw bordex.

Chiness TU-16 {et medium bombarz, of which thers
ars over 3% in opevational uwnits, cnuld ponotrats well
inkte Iadia from thesse foer fields and fron . a faw wpore
dlsvant Fields., Thay would have to do so without
fighiter ozaort.

Tne difficelt terrain im Tibet and the long and
arducus sunply routesz are and will vepain 3 sajor factor
in any Chinsse wilitary optiens in the Indian border
regions. Tibet is supplied by truck ovar poras rugged
somntain roads whish streten 1,209-1,408 wilag from
rhe nearsst rallheads, Heehanlcal mainteunance of

trucks hag hesh DOROT, gnd apparently enly a fragtion
of the truchk:z asszigned to Tikat ars in top operating
by T gy o8 4 & o pr ooy mpd iy 8 s de s S St gl S A ey pi it e Y g T i i

Approved For Rel4ase 2005/01/31 : CIA-RDP79B01737A002000010036-0

25X1




25X1

Approved For Release 2005/01/31 : CIA-RDP79B01737A002000010036-0

condition. 2oad maintenance ie alss a problam, with
enow, landslides, eand flash floods often closing major
portions of ths routss,

Current logistic foross in the region probavly
would be unable to supply the trsope In Tivet undsy
copdttions of sustained moderate ox heavy levels of
conbat., Sugh levels of fighting would reguire a
four-to-aiz~fold incroase over the volume of suoplies
consumed by cormtat units in peacetime. Although
the Chinese might initially angage in soderate or
heavy figntiag, their combat efforts would depend
on rosupply from other areasz as so0on as silitary
atores in reglional Jdepots were sxhauwsted. Prom
whkt is kaown about the state of Chinsas war re-
sarves in the reglon, POL and ampunitiocn appear to
ba in lesat adequate supply. Purthermore, with
the and of sutumn seazon, which {s best sulted for
military operations in the Himalavan region, in-
favorable weathsr conditionz will imseds and some-
timee stop the flow of grooyz: and materisl to the
regicn.

by diverting large numbers of truoks and
saintenance forces from other parts of tho countey,
Paking could with Qifficuley establisa a capebility
o suapport a modarate leval of zustaipsed coniat a-
long the Tibetan borders. Thiz would take at least
two oFr tihirse months te achieve and would be contly
in sconomic terms, howaver. (During the past 18
months, the Chinese have bean steadily increasing
thae numbar of wvehicles and motor unitz sarving Tiuet,

$~3
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bat these afforts appear aized at solving pregent
diffieulties rather than nroviding for an leproved
cosbat capability.)

tCaina's Uptioms

25X1

Prior te tha 1964 war,

Chiina car2fully stockpllied materiel for months in
advance and nullt up a foros estimated at about
112,404 wen. &van 1f such prenarations were now
aaﬁax way, thoy would be far from fruition. Across
the border, Indis is batter trained, equipped, and
deploved than in 1962 svern though some uaits have
saen reorisntsd agalnst Fast Pakistan.

shory of najor involvarent, however, the
Chinsse ars capeile of causing ths Indians consi-
darails troubie in the area. India still sulfers
traumatic offects from the humiliation of 15462,

Chinenza sabre raktling

#ng mInor Clas. 1y scattered polnts along
tha border ares g@&iﬁ waka Indis uneasy about diver-
tino forces away from the Chiness bordsr and could
thsroby tis down considerabls Indian strength.

Ee
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tecsuse Indle has vary litstlie capability te
send large foroor owsr the Himalayan passes into
Chinese tercitsory and Lecause Imdia L3 now at war
with Pakistan, Chinese harassing action along the
hordar would carry little risk of wnwantad sscela-
tion into proloncssd, mafer fioghelng.

Therafore, on the basis of present military
capaix-ility, China cannot now launch a suastained
s&jor attack down the Rimalavas inte the Indian
nlains, China could, at lietle milicery risk, sup-
goxrt & zavies of harassing attaoks and probes ia
the high mountain area in order to keap largs
namuers of Indian troops tled doun should Paking

dacide to do =m0,
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